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Romans 1:19-20 MSG 
But the basic reality of God is plain enough. Open your eyes and 
there it is! By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God has 
created, people have ALWAYS been able to see what their eyes as 
such can’t see: ETERNAL power, for instance, and the mystery of his 
divine being. So nobody has a good excuse. 
 
Romans 1:21-25 MSG 
What happened was this: People knew God perfectly well, but when 
they didn’t treat him like God, refusing to worship him, they trivialized 
themselves into silliness and confusion so that there was neither 
sense nor direction left in their lives. They pretended to know it all, 
but were illiterate regarding life. They traded the glory of God who 
holds the whole world in his hands for cheap figurines you can buy at 
any roadside stand. So God said, in effect, “If that’s what you want, 
that’s what you get.” It wasn’t long before they were living in a pigpen, 
smeared with filth, filthy inside and out. And all this because they 
traded the true God for a fake god, and worshiped the god they made 
instead of the God who made them—the God we bless, the God who 
blesses us. Oh, yes! 
 
Romans 1:26-27 MSG 
Worse followed. Refusing to know God, they soon didn’t know how to 
be human either—women didn’t know how to be women, men didn’t 
know how to be men. Sexually confused, they abused and defiled 
one another, women with women, men with men—all lust, no love. 
And then they paid for it, oh, how they paid for it—emptied of God 
and love, godless and loveless wretches. 
 
Romans 1:28 MSG 
Since they didn’t bother to acknowledge God, God quit bothering 
them and let them run loose. 
 
Romans 1:32 MSG 



And it’s not as if they don’t know better. They know perfectly well 
they’re spitting in God’s face. And they don’t care—worse, they hand 
out prizes to those who do the worst things best! 
 
Romans 2:1-4 MSG 
Those people are on a dark spiral downward. But if you think that 
leaves you on the high ground where you can point your finger at 
others, think again. Every time you criticize someone, you condemn 
yourself. It takes one to know one. Judgmental criticism of others is a 
well-known way of escaping detection in your own crimes and 
misdemeanors. But God isn’t so easily diverted. He sees right 
through all such smoke screens and holds you to what you’ve done. 
You didn’t think, did you, that just by pointing your finger at others you 
would distract God from seeing all your misdoings and from coming 
down on you hard? Or did you think that because he’s such a nice 
God, he’d let you off the hook? Better think this one through from the 
beginning. God is kind, but he’s not soft. In kindness he takes us 
firmly by the hand and leads us into a radical life-change. 
 
Romans 2:5-8 MSG 
You’re not getting by with anything. Every refusal and avoidance of 
God adds fuel to the fire. The day is coming when it’s going to blaze 
hot and high, God’s fiery and righteous judgment. Make no mistake: 
In the end you get what’s coming to you—Real Life for those who 
work on God’s side, but to those who insist on getting their own way 
and take the path of least resistance, Fire! 
 
Romans 2:9-11 MSG 
If you go against the grain, you get splinters, regardless of which 
neighborhood you’re from, what your parents taught you, what 
schools you attended. But if you embrace the way God does things, 
there are wonderful payoffs, again without regard to where you are 
from or how you were brought up. Being a Jew won’t give you an 
automatic stamp of approval. God pays no attention to what others 
say (or what you think) about you. He makes up his own mind. 
 
Romans 2:12-13 MSG 
If you sin without knowing what you’re doing, God takes that into 



account. But if you sin knowing full well what you’re doing, that’s a 
different story entirely. Merely hearing God’s law is a waste of your 
time if you don’t do what he commands. Doing, not hearing, is what 
makes the difference with God. 
 
Matthew 10:26-28 MSG 
“Don’t be intimidated. Eventually everything is going to be out in the 
open, and everyone will know how things really are. So don’t hesitate 
to go public now. Don’t be bluffed into silence by the threats of 
bullies. There’s nothing they can do to your soul, your core being. 
Save your fear for God, who holds your entire life—body and soul—in 
his hands.” 
 
1 John 2:18 MSG 
Children, time is just about up. You heard that Antichrist is coming. 
Well, they’re all over the place, antichrists everywhere you look. 
That’s how we know that we’re close to the end. 
 
1 John 2:20-21 MSG 
But you belong. The Holy One anointed you, and you all know it. I 
haven’t been writing this to tell you something you don’t know, but to 
confirm the truth you do know, and to remind you that the truth 
doesn’t breed lies. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:1-10 MSG 
Companions as we are in this work with you, we beg you, please 
don’t squander one bit of this marvelous life God has given us. God 
reminds us, I heard your call in the nick of time; the day you needed 
me, I was there to help. Well, now is the right time to listen, the day to 
be helped. Don’t put it off; don’t frustrate God’s work by showing up 
late, throwing a question mark over everything we’re doing. Our work 
as God’s servants gets validated—or not—in the details. People are 
watching us as we stay at our post, alertly, unswervingly . . . in hard 
times, tough times, bad times; when we’re beaten up, jailed, and 
mobbed; working hard, working late, working without eating; with pure 
heart, clear head, steady hand; in gentleness, holiness, and honest 
love; when we’re telling the truth, and when God’s showing his power; 
when we’re doing our best setting things right; when we’re praised, 



and when we’re blamed; slandered, and honored; true to our word, 
though distrusted; ignored by the world, but recognized by God; 
terrifically alive, though rumored to be dead; beaten within an inch of 
our lives, but refusing to die; immersed in tears, yet always filled with 
deep joy; living on handouts, yet enriching many; having nothing, 
having it all. 
 
James 1:2-8 MSG 
Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at 
you from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is 
forced into the open and shows its true colors. So don’t try to get out 
of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and 
well-developed, not deficient in any way. If you don’t know what 
you’re doing, pray to the Father. He loves to help. You’ll get his help, 
and won’t be condescended to when you ask for it. Ask boldly, 
believingly, without a second thought. People who “worry their 
prayers” are like wind-whipped waves. Don’t think you’re going to get 
anything from the Master that way, adrift at sea, keeping all your 
options open. 
 
James 4:7-8 MSG 
So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch 
him scamper. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there in no time. 
Quit dabbling in sin. Purify your inner life. Quit playing the field. 


